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N Minutes of Kingsclere Parish Council Ordinary Meeting OM 05/25
on Monday 19" May 2025 in the Village Club
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Note: This meeting immediate followed the Council’s Annual Meeting which commenced at 7.55pm

OM 05/25 — Present:

Clirs: Conquest; Gaines; Jonas: Mussett; Peach N and R Peach
Clerk — Ackrill;

3 members of the public and B Clirs Bound and Conquest

OMO05/25.1 — Members Apologies: None
OMO05/24.2 — Declarations of Interest: Nothing was noted
OMO05/25.3 — Minutes:

3.1 Minutes of Ordinary Meeting 27" April 2025 were accepted and signed.

3.2 Minutes of General Purposes Meeting 121" May 2025 were accepted and signed.
OMO05/25.4 - Questions from the Public: The ongoing SGN roadworks are causing grave concerns from
residents, at one point the road was closed at the village end and the signage directed two-way traffic to use
the entrance off the A339 which is only one way. Clearly mis informed and un researched project.
Tennis Club would like the Council to look at the trees overhanging the courts and these cause issues mainly
with the courts surface. Moles on the Holding Field may become a safety issue too. The Tennis club would
also like to be involved and work with the Parish in the development of the Holding Field to help maximize its
potential.
OMO05/25.5 — Chairman’s Remarks: Chairman highlighted some areas he considered important for the forth
coming year:

i) The larger impending planning applications which may affect the village are not progressing it
seems. If one of them ever does come to fruition it will mean many changes to the Parish Council as
the population will increase considerably. KPC may need to be considered a small-town council and
will need to be set up and structured accordingly. The Chairman stated that financially KPC is aware
things will need to change and considers the budging to be in a good order at this time.

i) KPC needs to regroup and look this year at the soft development of the Holding Field. Clerk pointed
out the ClIr Hamilton has put forward the first project to be considered for the area and this is on the
June agenda.

iii) KPC should continue to look at further soft development options of the Village Square

iv) KPC also needs to further action regarding Biodiversity

v) ClIr Peach added at this point to these comments that Land Registry could now continue for the
Allotments and Recreation ground now that the leases for the Tennis and Bowls Club are sorted.

vi) Thanks to Clir Peach for moving the bike hoops

vii) Thanks, to Clir N Peach for continuing to maintain the square flower border, filling the Rec Ground
Goal area and rabbit holes with topsoil kindly donated by Clir Hamilton. The New Goal net and goal
area has received a few compliments.

OMO05/25.6 — Clerks Report:

6.1 Fieldgate Music Festival 28" June Request — request of support to ensure bins are emptied. Clerk
has liaised with our Litter Warden who will ensure completely emptied Wednesday before on his round.
6.2 Village Fete Committee Request - August BH request do ensure grass cut just before — it isn’t the

usual week according to the schedule, but clerk will speak to contractors nearer the time and see if they can
add the Churchyard in with the Holding Field and Recreation Ground the week before fete.
6.3 Village Club Fire Risk Assessment — received from the Village Club -forwarded to All Clirs to read
16" May
6.4 Recreation ground footpath leading off the field towards the Dell steps. Email received asking for
eye level growth to be cut back and shrubs need puling out at the roots. Clerk has suggested to resident that
it's the wrong time of year and KPC only cuts hedges where road and pavements cause concern Clirs not
prepared to engage contractor at this time of year with birds nesting. Clir Peach will trim anything obvious
from this path.

Action: Clir Peach and Clerk to write to resident to confirm earlier reply.
6.5 Allotment Inspections happening tomorrow (20t May)
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OMO05/25.7 — S106 Funds Orchard Bench - BDBC S106 money will be withdrawn shortly. Discuss and
agree to purchase new bench for Orchard from Earth Anchors £625 plus anchor kit for soft ground £39 and
delivery £48. Need to agree additional funding. Maximum spend £712.00 plus VAT. S106 - £384.75 so
Maximum total additional required £327.25.
Resolved: £327.25 approved ClIr Peach will check for spare ground anchor prior to clerk ordering
Action: Clerk and ClIr Peach
OMO05/25.8 — County Councillor: Not present no attendance for a couple of years — Clir Mussett will make
contact with County Councillor.
Action: Clir Mussett
OMO05/25.9 — Borough Councillor — Apologies Clir K Morrow — BCIIr Bound’s report attached Appendix 1
BClIr D Conquest Report attached Appendix 2. To note BClIr Grant Scheme is open for the new financial
year. New Mayor is Overton and Whitchurch Clir Colin Phillimore.
OMO05/25.10 — Community Engagement and Media: 1300 vies on KPC Facebook page. Clir Hamilton and
Gaines will discuss new Home Page on Website.
OMO05/25.11 — Health and Safety — Mole hills in Holding Field to be checked.
Action: CliIr Jonas
OMO05/25.12 — Planning Matters and Neighbourhood Plan Updates
12.1. Update on Neighbourhood Plan nothing new next meeting 2" June Village Club
12.2. 5 Byfields Road - to note application to determine if Planning is required for large home
extension
OMO05/25.13 — Approval of Quarterly Bank Reconciliation — Qtr 4 Jan- March 25 deferred from April —
Resolved: Approved and signed
OMO05/25.14 - Review of final Internal Auditors Report for 2024-2025 — another great audit no items of
concern to highlight, Clerks Annual Pay review item and per contract is being reviewed as highlighted by
Auditor. Thanks to RFO for hard work.
OMO05/25.15 — Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) — to approve and sign

15.1. Section 1 Annual Governance Statement 2024-25 — this has been completed by the RFO and was

reviewed and approved by all Clirs present.

Resolved: Section 1 Annual Governance Statement 2024-25 Approved and Signed off by the Chair
and Clerk.
15.2 Section 2 Accounting Statements 2024-25 — sums were reviewed and no concerns from any Clirs.
Resolved: Section 2 Accounting Statements 2024-25 were approved by all Clirs and signed by the
Chairman. (Signed in advance by the RFO)
OMO05.25.16 - External Audit Conflict of Interest form to complete and sign. — This was discussed, and Clirs
have no conflicts.

Resolved: No Conflicts with External Auditors, BDO LLP Form signed
OMO05/25.17 — Insurance — current Insurance policy expires 31 May 25 Although one year of LTA left-
New Insurance underwriter Ecclesiastical Insurance Office PLC £1591.25 Plus, Premium Tax 190.95 Admin
£50.00 Total £1832.20. Clerk suggested looking into cover for clerks’ absence and possibility of cove for
legionella — it is thought only relevant to warm water but will check and bring back to June OM if quotes for
both required.

Resolved: Insurance Policy Sum of £1832.20 approved.

Action: Clerk to inform insurance broker Clear Councils and look into potential additional
requirements.
OMO05/25.18 - Grant Request — RBL £96.80 plus VAT for a Banner for VE day event in the Village Club
and VJ Day - no accounts had been received from RBL. Require receipt for the purchase of the banner.
The VJ event cannot be covered from the Occasions Grant Scheme fund.

Action: Clerk to request banner receipt and accounts
OMO05/25.19 - Internal Audit Invoice Approve Invoice £215.00 — all in agreement

Resolved: £215 Approved to April Skies for Final Audit 24-5

Action: Clerk
OMO05/25.20 - Approve £50 donation to Poppy Appeal for VE day service

Resolved: £50 officially approved
OMO05/25.21 - Approval of Bank Transfers, Income and Expenditure:
The April income and expenditure deferred from April OM were agreed and signed off. The Income and

Expenditure for part of May were agreed and signed. The Bank Transfers for the last quarter were also

signed. Copies of Transactions over £500 are displayed quarterly on the Transparency Section of the
Councils Website.
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OMO05/25.22 — Bowls Club - lease update- The Bowls Club have agreed to Option 1 of the 2 options
offered. The current lease expires in September 2025. Bowls Club potentially registering as Ltd Company —
KPC wish to commence the draft of the lease now to be signed by July OM as no meeting in August. Clerk
will liaise with Bowls Club for Ltd Company name and with Solicitor regarding timescales to get the document
ready by July OM.

Action: Clerk

OMO05/25.23 — Matters for Future Consideration:

Regarding Trees over hanging Tennis Courts — Clerk to ask our Arboricultural Consultant for opinion on
next tree inspection due before end of financial year date not yet known.

Roadworks - Email to be sent to Highways regarding the Roadworks on the Basingstoke Road. Clir Mussett
to provide Highways Contact.

OMO05/25.24 — Date of Next Meeting:

Monday 30™ June 2025 7:30pm in the Village Club.

OMO05/25.25 - Exempt Business — to propose and pass a resolution in accordance with the public
bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 to exclude the public and press for the discussion of the
following matters where publicity might be prejudicial to the special nature of the business.

25.1. Clerks Salary review — review document and debate whether in agreement to move clerk up a
scale point after review, documents prepared by RFO and circulated. This follows Internal Auditor findings
regarding contractual annual pay reviews/ awards for the Clerk.

Resolved: The council discussed item 25.1 and decided to request more information from the RFO. The

matter should be placed on the agenda for the next meeting (confidential section).
Action: RFO / ClIr Mussett

Meeting closed 21.40

SIgNed:. .. Chairman Date:r.. oo

Distribution: Clirs: D Conquest; M Hamilton; S Gaines; H Jonas: C Mussett; N Peach and R Peach;
Website: www.kingsclere-pc.gov.uk

Appendix 1 Borough Councillor Mike Bound Report

Report to Kingsclere Parish Council, Monday, 19*" May, 2025
My apologies for my absence from your Parish Council meeting; | am in attendance at the Borough for DC
training. 1 am again on DC for the next year and annual training is compulsory for members on the
committee. | am also on Licensing for the year and again training is compulsory for committee members and
that will be happening on Thursday.
Another quiet month for me as far as Kingsclere is concerned but | know that Clir Conquest will have been
far more involved with the Parish being on the spot. Below is information sent to Borough Councillors from
the Borough Council that maybe of interest to organisations in Kingsclere and parishioners generally.
Of Interest from the Borough:

o Get ready for food waste collections

We're getting ready to introduce weekly food waste collections across the borough later this year.
These will boost the amount residents will recycle and reduce the weight of their grey bins by up to a
third. When the service starts, residents will be able to put items including fruit and vegetable peelings,
plate scrapings, tea bags, eggshells, bones and pet food into their caddy for collection. The food waste
will then be turned into greener energy and fertiliser. Please help to raise awareness that food waste
collections are coming later this year by pointing residents to the Borough food waste webpage at
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/food-waste. There will also be information in the residents’ magazine Your
Place which is being distributed to homes next week.
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As the Borough prepares for the introduction of food waste collections, they are keen to encourage
residents to start looking at the amount of avoidable food, which includes out of date or excess food,
they are throwing away. Cutting down on this will help to save money and is better for the environment.
There are lots of top tips including meal planning, storage of food and helpful recipes at
www.lovefoodhatewaste.com

e New green community ‘drop ins’ on offer

The Borough Green Team’s community ‘pop-ups’ are bring eco-friendly support right into the hearts
of neighbourhoods and villages across the borough. Held in local community centres and halls, the
drop ins aim to make going greener as convenient as possible for people by putting free planet-friendly
advice and guidance within a few steps or short cycle ride from their homes.

People who pop in will get free advice on how to save money and cut carbon. And they can also take
part in sustainable craft activities like building bug hotels and upcycling waste into arts and crafts,
among others. Two drop ins have taken place so far at The Irish Centre in Basingstoke town centre
and at Beggarwood Community Centre. The next one has been arranged at Oakridge Hall for All on
Monday 9 June.

More are currently being booked for coming weeks and months. If you would like the team to visit a

community centre or hall in your parish, please ask the Village Club or the Fieldgate Centre managers
to invite the team by emailing GreenTeam@basingstoke.gov.uk

o Protecting the borough’s hedgehogs

The council is teaming up with Natural Basingstoke to help protect local hedgehogs, a species in
decline and a priority in our biodiversity strategy. We are launching a campaign which supports the
nationwide work of Hedgehog Street.

Hedgehogs are now classed as ‘near threatened’ due to a 30% population drop in the last decade.
The National Hedgehog Conservation Strategy aims to tackle key threats and reverse this trend.
Residents can help by reporting sightings to Hedgehog Street, creating hedgehog-friendly gardens,
and visiting the Natural Basingstoke website for more information. They can also get in touch with our
Green Team to book a free garden survey for tips and ideas on how to support nature within the
borough and to find out how to adapt their garden to help hedgehogs and other wildlife.

The council is teaming up with Natural Basingstoke to help protect local hedgehogs, a species in
decline and a priority in our biodiversity strategy. We are launching a campaign which supports the
nationwide work of Hedgehog Street.

Hedgehogs are now classed as ‘near threatened’ due to a 30% population drop in the last decade.
The National Hedgehog Conservation Strategy aims to tackle key threats and reverse this trend.
Residents can help by reporting sightings to Hedgehog Street, creating hedgehog-friendly gardens,
and visiting the Natural Basingstoke website for more information. They can also get in touch with our
Green Team to book a free garden survey for tips and ideas on how to support nature within the
borough and to find out how to adapt their garden to help hedgehogs and other wildlife.
Steps to a greener Basingstoke and Deane

¢ Funding to help non-profit organisations install solar panels and heat pumps

Non-profit organisations looking to cut their carbon footprints can now apply for a grant from Scottish
and Southern Electricity Networks’ ‘Powering Communities to Net Zero’ fund.

The scheme offers grants between £1,000 and £20,000 towards the cost of installing low-carbon
technologies, including solar panels, heat pumps and electric vehicle charging points.

Applications are open until Wednesday 25 June. Not-for-profit organisations can find out more and

apply for a grant on Scottish and Southern Electricity’s webpage about its Powering Communities to
Net Zero fund.

Appendix 2 Borough Councillor David Conquest Report

At the Council meeting on 15th May we confirmed positions on committees etc. | am serving on the Audit
and Accounts Ctte and the Residents Services Ctte. | am also a reserve on the Licensing Ctte and HR Ctte. |
also the Council's representative to Tadley Citizens Advice and one of the representatives to the
Basingstoke Music and Arts Festival. | hope to bring some of their events to Kingsclere.
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The Council has now appointed a new Mayor, Clir Colin Philimore who | am pleased to say has strong links
to Kingsclere. | am working with him to gain more books for the Kingsclere Community Library from a library
in Basingstoke that has unfortunately had to close due to RAC 'aerated concrete' in its construction.

Also on the 15th May, | seconded a motion in Council on the 'Rights of our Rivers'. This passed with no votes
against and only one abstention. This motion intends to strengthen the protections of the Borough's rivers
and chalk streams in the planning process as far we can, and to hold our partners and other stakeholders to
account. | am working on this with ClIr Kate Tuck, the Council's Champion for Rivers and the Natural
Environment. Our intention now is to work with Cabinet and officers to amend the new Updated Local Plan
before it goes to Reg 18 consultation at the end of the year.

The new Councillor Community Grants scheme is now open again for 2025/26. If there are any projects that
| and the other ward councillors can assist with funding, then please let us know.

| was pleased to be able to gain recognition for the Kingsclere Music Festival in June under the umbrella of
the larger Basingstoke Arts Festival at the same time. The Kingsclere event will benefit from being included
in the Council's marketing efforts.
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